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Biography of Judah Halevi
Judah Halevi was a Spanish Jewish physician. According to conventions, he was born in Toledo, Spain and his birth year is approximated to be on 1075. As a youth he went to Granada, a place that was the heart of intellectual life and Jewish literary. He met with his mentor Moses Ibn Ezra who introduced him into poetry. However, other sources suggest that he went to an academy in Lucena, but these sources lack credible evidence to support the claim. While at Grenada, he got educated through a Jewish scholarship and learnt Arabic literature, and Greek philosophies and sciences (Gottheil, R., et al).
Halevi spent a large part of his life in Toledo as a physician and worked in collaboration with the court system. Just like other Jewish scholars, he composed poems in Hebrew and prose in Arabic. During the eleventh and twelve centuries, also known as the Hebrew Golden Age, he was one of the most prolific Hebrew poets. Critics and contemporaries refer to him as one of the greatest medieval Hebrew poets. He used formal patterns, such as strophic patterns and monorhymed patterns used in composing Hebrew poetry. The themes of this poems included gnomic epigrams, riddles, panegyric odes, funeral odes, and poems on the pleasures of life (Gottheil, R., et al). 
Halevi was composed religious verses because he had a strict biblical diction. His verses were special because he focused on acoustic wits and effect. His religious convictions and wish to elaborate his Kuzari treatise made him move from his motherland to Israel via Egypyt. At Cairo, he met many religious dignitaries who persuaded him to remain there but he denied and moved to Israel. He arrived at the Holy Land in 1140 and died in the year 1141 when he was killed on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Not much information is known about his private life rather than he had a daughter who had a son (Gottheil, R., et al). 
Judah Halevi Philosophy
Judah Halevi explored metaphysics, physical sciences, and philosophy. H lived in during the period of the first crusade; he realized the plights that his people faced that compelled him into nationalism and Zionism branch of Jewish philosophy. Judah philosophy endeavored to liberate his people and religion from bondage of the various systems that had been imposed by his philosophical predecessors (Lasker, 142). In a piece of work, he expounded his nationalism and Zionism philosophies that were mainly based on Judaism, which he greatly defended from the attacks of other philosophers such as Karaites and Heretics (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy). 
As stated, he came up with Judaism as a means to criticize other philosophical systems of the time. His objective was to demonstrate that Judaism was superior to other religions. He uses his versus to show the many incidences that God did miracles, such as Wilderness story to portray superiority. He intended to show the king that certain favors from God are won by those who accomplish the precepts in their minutiae ((Lasker, 144).  He further claims that these precepts only bind to those people who adhere to Judaism. He gives this as the reason as to why Jews were mainly favored by God (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy). 
His most famous publication is referred to as Sefer ha-Kuzari in Hebrew. The book is addressed to one level and focus on the Jewish so as to reinforce their traditional ideology as well as the manner in which they adhere to religious forms that were developed by the Talmudic sages (Lasker, 144). In the books, Halevi emphasizes much on dialogue as a doctrine and an approach. The book is divided into five "ma'amarim" articles and takes the form of s dialogue between a pagan and a rabbi. Halevi presents the pagan as a King and Khazaras. He sends an invite to the rabbi to guide him on the tenets of Judaism. He sensitizes the need of examining all the relevant issues from conversations that are encountered in everyday life (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy).  
Opposition to Judah Halevi’s Philosophy
Despite of Halevi’s much work to expound this branch of philosophy and the doctrine of dialogue, he was faced with much criticism. The main criticism is from antirational philosophers, such as Kierkegaard and Schleieracher who were not willing to give up their ideologies for the favor of the realm of belief and religion. The antirational philosophers argue out that Judaism fail to account for many aspects that they claim. For example, the account of their creation theory has many weaknesses as it cannot answer many questions that are raised on a philosophical basis (Lasker 152). 
Babylonian Talmud came up with the philosophy of Rabbanite Judaism that rejects Halevi’s Judaism that advocated for the Jewish religion. In Talmud’s philosophy, he views was that Halevi’s ideology failed to show the truth concerning practices and beliefs in that it lacked reliable traditions and revelatory experiences. Therefore, to him, Halevi’s philosophy was equivalent to the Aristotelian philosophy and that there was the need to reject both philosophies for the favor of Rabbanite Judaism (Lasker 152). 
According to the doctrine of dictum, learning is important as it counterbalances any other duties. It forms the basis if the thought that an ignorant individual cannot be truly pious. To these philosophers, a class where people study is more important than a synagogue where people learn religion. Therefore, literacy is more important than the doctrine of religion that Halevi tends to promote. Comparing these two attitudes of philosophical tradition, the view of education is more logical because the promotion of education further leads to a more understanding of religion (Lasker 154). 
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